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Abbreviations used in this document

AWS Australian Weed Strategy — written and published by the Federal Department of the
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts

CMA Catchment Management Authority

CWEWS Central West Environmental Weed Strategy — published by Central West Catchment
Management Authority

DPI Department of Primary Industries — former name of the primary industries section of
Industry & Investment NSW.

ERNWAG Eastern Riverina Noxious Weeds Advisory Group

ISP Invasive Species Plan - written and published by the former DPI

LCA Local Control Authority

LHPA Livestock Health and Pest Authority

LRWS Lachlan Regional Weed Strategy — written and published by Lachlan Catchment
Management Authority

LVWAC Lachlan Valley Weeds Advisory Committee

MVWAC Macquarie Valley Weeds Advisory Committee

NGINA Nursery & Garden Industry, NSW & ACT

NIWAC Northern Inland Weeds Advisory Committee

RPO Regional Project Officer - Employed jointly by MVWAC and LVWAC

WO Weed Officer - refers to all WOs employed by member LCAs

WRA Weed Risk Assessment

WRNWAG | Western Riverina Noxious Weeds Advisory Group




Background & Purpose

Macquarie Valley Weeds Advisory Committee (MVWAC) was origi-
nally formed by Local Control Authorities (LCA’s) as the agencies re-
sponsible for the implementation of noxious weed legislation. Mem-
bership has since increased to include other stakeholders with an in-
terest in weeds and their control such as Catchment Management Au-
thorities (CMA'’s), Livestock Health and Pest Authorities (LHPA’s) and
other related agencies.

MVWAC's sole purpose is to enhance weed management in the cen-
tral-west and north-west of NSW. This strategy seeks to address this
purpose by providing direction and achievable goals for the commit-
tee’s members. This strategy is written for the intended use of the
Macquarie Valley Weeds Advisory Committee only. Any further use of
this document is at the user’s discretion.

The effects of weeds have the ability to impact on all members of the
community. Weeds can severely impact on the health of waterways,
affecting availability of a portion of this water for domestic use, agri-
culture, and industry in the future. Weeds increase the costs of agri-
cultural production affecting the economic health of the communities
supporting this industry, as well as impacting on consumers’ bottom
line. Weeds can decrease biodiversity, degrading our landscapes, and
reducing the value of our environmental heritage.

By managing weeds and their associated issues at a regional level,
MVWAC is ensuring the coordination and cooperation of stake-
holders. This not only promotes more economical use of resources,
but also encourages complimentary activities. This strategy will help
coordinate the surveillance and identification of weeds and weed
pathways, the risk assessment of species and the implementation of
effective barriers to prevent their establishment. The strategy will also
outline how responses to weed incursions will be coordinated, imple-
mented, monitored and reported.

Although this strategy is targeted at managing weeds at a regional
level, the basic concepts can also be used at a local level. Land manag-
ers can utilise hygienic practices and minimise disturbance to prevent
new weed incursions. Emerging weeds are easier to eradicate at an
early stage to prevent establishment. This follows the Bradley method
for vegetation restoration of tackling the smallest problem first to pre-
vent a larger problem. This also causes fewer disturbances than clear-
ing of large infestations. Containment and asset protection are also
viable local level management goals that promote best use of limited
resources.

INVASIVE SPECIES PLAN
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New South Wales Invasive
Species Plan 2008-2015
The NSW Invasive Species Plan
(ISP) provides a whole of Gov-
ernment approach to manag-
ing invasive species in NSW,
and MVWAC Regional Weed
Strategy supports the weed
component of the ISP on a re-
gional level.

Harrisia Cactus: All parts of the plant
must be removed (including all tubers)
and destroyed by burning as any por-
tion of tuberous root or branch left in
the soil will resprout. (Image: Ashley
Bullock)




Roles and Responsibilities of Stakeholders

Local Control Authorities

Local government such as shire councils or county councils, collectively known as LCAs, control noxious
weeds on council controlled lands such as reserves and roadsides. They also promote and enforce, where nec-
essary, control of noxious weeds on privately owned and managed lands. Member LCAs of Macquarie Valley
Weeds Advisory Committee include:

Bogan Shire Council Mid Western Regional Council
Bourke Shire Council Narromine Shire Council
Brewarrina Shire Council Orange City Council

Cabonne Council Parkes Shire Council

Cobar Shire Council Wellington Council

Dubbo City Council

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council
This County Council is responsible for the control of noxious weeds in the councils of:

Coonamble Shire Council Warrumbungle Shire Council
Gilgandra Shire Council Walgett Shire Council
Warren Shire Council

Upper Macquarie County Council
This County Council is responsible for the control of noxious weeds in the councils of:

Bathurst Regional Council City of Lithgow Council
Blayney Shire Council Oberon Council

The LCA for land within the unincorporated area (not within a local government area) of Western Division is
the Western Lands Commissioner.

Livestock Health and Pest Authorities
Livestock Health and Pest Authorities (LHPAs) control noxious weeds on LHPA controlled lands such as
Travelling Stock Routes. Member LHPAs of Macquarie Valley Weeds Advisory Committee include:

Central North LHPA North West LHPA
Central West LHPA Tablelands LHPA
Darling LHPA

Catchment Management Authorities
Catchment Management Authorities (CMAs) provide support to regional land managers and stakeholders for

weed control. The following CMAs are members of Macquarie Valley Weeds Advisory Committee:
Central West CMA Namoi CMA
Lachlan CMA Western CMA

Government Departments
Federal Government departments such as Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry and Department

of Environment and Heritage administer legislation, policies, programs, and associated activities to manage
weeds at the national level.

Industry and Investment NSW provide legislative framework and policies for the enforcement of noxious
weed control for the protection of agricultural, environmental and social values. They promote the control of
noxious weeds through media campaigns and the provision of technical publications. They also provide grant
funding under schemes for weed control by LCA’s, LHPA’s and other community groups.

NSW Land and Property Management Authority and Department of Environment, Climate Change and Wa-
ter control noxious weeds on agency lands.



Goals

Goal 1: Prevent new weed problems
The most effective way to manage weeds is to treat the problem at its

earliest stage. It is therefore a priority of this strategy to prevent any
new weeds from entering the region. This will be achieved through
programs targeting pathways of spread such as transportation of con-
taminated material, the retail industry and inappropriate disposal of
weed material.

As prevention cannot always be successful, the second step under this
goal is to respond to new weed incursions rapidly before they have
had a chance to establish widely. This will include implementation of
inspection and reporting guidelines, an alert system for creating
awareness of new and emerging weed issues, and development of a
rapid response plan. This goal directly addresses Goals 1&2 of the ISP.

Goal 2: Considerably reduce impacts of existing weeds

Existing weeds are those widespread species that have been estab-
lished in the region for many years. In this case, the main objective is
to manage these species in a way that is cost effective and where the
benefits are greatest. This goal directly addresses Goal 3 of the ISP.

Goal 3: MVWAC members have the ability and commitment to man-

age weeds successfully

MVWAC and its members need to have the appropriate knowledge,
skills, resources and systems to be able to successfully carry out the
required weed management programs. These can include funding,
information, functionality of the committee and education and train-
ing programs. This goal directly addresses Goal 4 of the ISP.

Goal 4: Increase public awareness of weeds issues
Weeds affect everyone through their impacts on environmental, eco-

nomic and social values. By raising awareness of weeds issues, motiva-
tion and commitment to controlling weeds is increased. This goal tar-
gets the education of the public by providing up to date information
on current issues, best management practice, preventative practices,
legislation, roles and responsibilities.

Coolatai Grass is a serious weed of
native environments as it is very simi-
lar to native species and requires no
disturbance to invade. It is of high
importance that this weed is con-
trolled at an early stage and eliminated
before it becomes established. (Image:
Ashley Bullock)

Bathurst Burr is a significant pasture
weed affecting the overall quality of
agricultural produce through pasture
competition and fleece contamination.
(Image: Megan Power)

Silverleaf Nightshade field day held near
Wellington: Field days held for both
weed managers and the public have been
very successful. Farmers were able to
have greater access to the knowledge
held by weed managers and weed manag-
ers were able to reach a wide audience.
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Appendix 1T Weed Categories

Category A 8 High risk weeds not currently present in the region

Recommended ac-
tions:

Conduct surveillance of high risk pathways
Liaise with neighbouring LCAs and regions to identify any additional high risk weeds
Promote hygienic practices to prevent further spread of the weed

Desired outcome:

Prevention

Category

B (Any weed that gets an AEradicationo or AD

Recommended
actions:

Rapid Response Plan
Confirm species identification

Formally report to DPI if species is a fino

Noxious Weeds Act 1993

Record all details of the outbreak according to the Weed Recording Standards (DPI, 1999)
Destroy the outbreak

Inform surrounding LCAs and LHPAs of outbreak

Inform neighbouring landholders and other relevant community groups of the outbreak as
part of a community awareness and education program

Develop a monitoring plan for the site in accordance with High Risk Pathways Management
Plan

Carry out any follow-up control required to ensure the outbreak is destroyed

Desired outcome:

Eradication

Category C (Any weed that gets a fAiContain Spreado, f
WRA)

Recommended Record all details of the infestation according to the Weed Recording Standards (DPI, 1999)
actions: Create buffer zones around infestation sites to prevent spread

Refer to any available best practice manuals and the noxious and environmental weed con-
trol handbook for recommended control methods and herbicides

Control according to declaration status and Class 4 management plans (if applicable)
Promote hygienic practices to prevent further spread of the weed

Provide educational material to affected landholders in the form of factsheets, website, pam-
phlets etc.

Monitoring to occur through the inspection program. The weed should not be allowed to
spread from its current distribution

Desired outcome:

Containment

Category

D (Any weed that gets a fAiManage Siteso, fAMo

Recommended
actions:

Record all details of the infestation according to the Weed Recording Standards (DPI, 1999)
Identify priority sites where benefits of control are greatest and aim to eradicate from these
sites

Refer to any available best practice manuals and the noxious and environmental weed con-
trol handbook for recommended control methods and herbicides

Promote hygienic practices to prevent further spread of the weed

Provide educational material to affected landholders in the form of factsheets, website, pam-
phlets etc.

Monitoring to occur through the inspection program. The weed should not be allowed to
spread from its current distribution

Desired outcome:

Asset protection

1
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Appendix 2T Linked strategies (cont)

Linked Catchment Action Plan targets:
Central West Catchment Management Authority

MTV6: By 2016, reduce area in the catchment affected by environmental weeds by 50,000 hectares.
Western Catchment Management Authority
MT3: No increase in the number of species or extent of pest weeds or animals above current levels and a re-

duction in the impact of pest species.

Lachlan Catchment Management Authority
CT3: By 2016, restrict the extant of priority pest animals and environmental weeds.

Caring for our Country Business Plan 2009-2010 priority target:

To reduce the impact and spread of Weeds of National Significance over the next two years. Priority will be
given to collaborative activities that address outliers, containment lines, and strategic management of core

infestations where appropriate.

Table: Linked strategy objectives

MVRWS

AWS

ISP

CWEWS

LRWS

1.1 Early detection
capabilities are im-
proved

1.2 Ensure early de-
tection of and rapid
action against new
weeds

1.2 Early detection
capabilities are devel-
oped and imple-
mented

3.1.2 Early detection
and eradication of
new environmental
weeds

1.1.2 Develop and
implement a Rapid
Response Plan in line
with the national and
state strategies to be
used for all new weed
incursions

1.2 Hygienic practices
are used to prevent
new weed incursions

1.3 Reduce the spread
of weeds to new areas
within Australia

1.1 High risk species
and pathways are
identified and man-
aged

3.11 Prevent the
spread of new species
in Central West
catchment with weed
potential

1.3 Increase the use of
hygienic practices to
prevent introduction
and spread of weeds

1.3 Collaborate with
industry stakeholders
to prevent new weeds

1.3 Reduce the spread
of weeds to new areas
within Australia

1.1 High risk species
and pathways are
identified and man-
aged

3.11 Prevent the
spread of new species
into Central West
catchment with weed
potential

1.2 Limit potential
introduction and
spread of weeds from
gardens

2.1 Identification and
prioritisation of man-
agement programs
where benefits are
greatest

2.2 Implement coor-
dinated and cost ef-
fective solutions for
priority weeds and
weed problems

3.1 Identification and
prioritisation of man-
agement programs
where benefits are
greatest

3.2.2 Prioritise weed
management prob-
lems and determine
their causes

1.1.1 When undertak-
ing weed control
programs, use guide-
lines for category
weeds

2.2 Implement inte-
grated management

2.2 Implement coor-
dinated and cost ef-

3.2 Effective and tar-
geted on-ground con-

3.2.3 Develop and
implement cost-

1.1.1 When undertak-
ing weed control

techniques fective solutions for | trol effective solutions for | programs, use guide-
priority weeds and environmental weed | lines for category
weed problems management weeds

2.3 Legislation used [ 3.3 Manage weeds 4.10 Legislation and 117 LCA’s to use the

to enhance weed within consistent policies implemented Noxious Weeds Act

control

policy, legislative and
planning frameworks

and enforced consis-
tently for effective
invasive species man-
agement

1993 and other rele-
vant legislation effec-
tively

(Table continued over page)



Appendix 2T Linked strategies (cont)

Table: Linked strategy objectives (cont)

MVRWS

AWS

ISP

CWEWS

LRWS

3.1 Partnerships are
developed with key
stakeholders to im-
prove coordination
and cooperation

3.2 Build Australia’s
capacity to address
weed problems and
improve weed man-
agement

4.2 Private landhold-
ers motivated to
manage invasive spe-
cies proactively

4.8 Roles and respon-
sibilities defined for
invasive species man-
agement

4.12 Have established
cost sharing arrange-
ments

2.1 Increase the num-
ber of coordinated
programs to reduce
existing weed prob-
lems

3.1 Gain commitment
from all stakeholders
to implement the
LRWS

3.2 Improved data
collection and colla-
tion

3.4 Monitor and
evaluate the progress
of Australia’s weed
management efforts

4.6 Ability to meas-
ure the effectiveness
of invasive species
management

1.1.8 Encourage LCA’s
to update mapping
and record keeping
systems regularly and
promote use of com-
puter based systems

3.3 Communication
networks are devel-
oped and maintained

3.2 Build Australia’s
capacity to address
weed problems and
improve weed man-
agement

4.3 Increased com-
munity acceptance of
and involvement in
effective invasive
species management

3.3.1 Raise awareness
and increase motiva-
tion among the Cen-
tral West community
to boost their com-
mitment to weeds

2.2 Improve aware-
ness and attitude of
weed issues and de-
velop effective com-
munication networks

3.4 Improved educa-
tion and training
opportunities for
weed managers

3.2 Build Australia’s
capacity to address

weed problems and
improve weed man-
agement

4.5 Skilled workforce
implementing inva-
sive species manage-
ment

3.3.3 Develop an edu-
cation and training
package

2.3 Improve knowl-
edge and provide
training opportuni-
ties and educational
resources to all stake-
holders in weed man-
agement

3.5 This strategy is
implemented and
continues to be a
relevant working
document

3.4 Monitor and
evaluate the progress
of Australia’s weed
management efforts

4.9 Government com-
mitment to imple-
ment the compo-
nents of the ISP

4.1 Monitor progress
of implementation of
the plan

3.1 Gain commitment
from all stakeholders
to implement the
LRWS

4.1 Educational re-
sources are available

3.1 Raise awareness
and motivation
among Australians to
strengthen their com-
mitment to act on
weeds

4.4 Integration of
invasive species man-
agement into educa-
tion programs

3.3.1 Raise awareness
and increase motiva-
tion among the Cen-
tral West community
to boost their com-
mitment to weeds

2.2 Improve aware-
ness and attitude of
weed issues and de-
velop effective com-
munication networks

4.2 Increase the num-
ber of awareness pro-
grams conducted

3.1 Raise awareness
and motivation
among Australians to
strengthen their com-
mitment to act on
weeds

4.4 Integration of
invasive species man-
agement into educa-
tion programs

4.3 Increased com-
munity acceptance of
and involvement in
effective invasive
species management

3.3.1 Raise awareness
and increase motiva-
tion among the Cen-
tral West community
to boost their com-
mitment to weeds

2.2 Improve aware-
ness and attitude of
weed issues and de-
velop effective com-
munication networks




